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in the fitness of things for her sex to be so treated by
one whom nature had intended to be after all her
lord and master. And yet this little casually-treated
creature is ihe gentlest and sweetest tempered of all
I have seen of her sex over the wide world and
worthier certainly of better things at the hands of
the sterner sex. Sir Edwin Arnold has brought all
the power of his big soul and Pierre Loti all the
magic of his poetic imagination to describe the little
Japanese and, with an Eastern vein running strong
in them, they have described the most adorable of
her traits and the most enduring of her charms
wonderfully well. And yet her traits are so novel
and so undefinable and her charms so subtle and so
elusive that to know her as she really is, one must
go to her lovely country and watch her slyly at all
times and in varying surroundings and must hold
the fat chubby hands of an ever-smiling O Kiku
San or look into the half-opened black eyes of a
demure little O Tori San to feel the silent hold she
has on the emotional side of the opposite sex.

Miyajima is very prettily situated at the foot of a
towering hill on a little isle in the heart of the Inland
Sea. Its fine situation and the natural beauty of its
surroundings were bound to appeal to the artistic
instinct of man and create, in him a desire to embel-
lish it with his own handiwork. And such a desire,
it seems, they did create in him in days gone by, with
the consequence that Miyajima comes down to us
embellished with many a fine work of art in the
shape of toriis and temples. Of these O-torii or the
Great Torii, on account of its prominent situation,